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A rapid and exciting increase in depth and breadth charac-
terizes dermatologic research in China. Simultaneously, there
has been increased interaction between academic dermatol-
ogists in China and their colleagues abroad, as well as
between clinical and research-oriented dermatologic societies
in China and parallel organizations in the United States and
Europe. As the official journal of the Society for Investigative
Dermatology (SID) in the United States and of the European
Society for Dermatological Research (ESDR), the Journal of
Investigative Dermatology (JID) has been positively affected by
these interactions and generally by the evolution of science
and academics in China. At present, three of the JID Associate
Editors are Chinese, and a rapidly increasing percentage of
total JID submissions originate from Chinese departments of
dermatology.
In November 2012, when I had the opportunity of visiting
China for the first time, I personally witnessed the great
interest among academic institutions in connecting to the
international research community. I observed firsthand the
enormously talented and ambitious young workforce and the
potential for contributions to our knowledge base. During the
annual meeting of the Chinese Dermatology Association in
Hangzhou, I met with several academic leaders to discuss
possible future interactions, specifically including the possibi-
lity of a JID-sponsored workshop that would bring together
leading academic dermatologists and investigators in China
and members of the JID Editorial Board, themselves active
investigators in Europe or the United States. Under the
leadership of Xuejun Zhang at Anhui Medical University
and Jinhua Xu at Fudan University, together with a small
group of their colleagues, this abstract concept rapidly devel-
oped into a formal program with broad representation from
universities in China, the United States, and Europe. With
Fundan University as the principal Chinese sponsor, an
international meeting was organized in the excellent confer-
ence facilities of the Hotel Equatorial Shanghai, close to the
Huashan Hospital. A theme for the Workshop was selected to
encompass the broad interests of the invited speakers and to
encourage consideration of interface areas of research. Table 1
lists the speakers, representing 5 universities in the United
States, 3 in Europe, and 13 in China. In addition, over 100
abstracts from departments of dermatology across China were
submitted for presentation as posters. A total of 350 research-
ers and trainees registered for the meeting and attended the 3-
day program, interacting with the speakers during question
and answer sessions, over meals, and at social functions.
WORKSHOP’S OPENING REMARKS
As JID Editor, Dr Gilchrest noted that she is strongly com-
mitted to strengthening the international dermatologic com-
munity, particularly the research community. She designated
2013 as the JID’s ‘‘Year of Unity’’ and 2014 as ‘‘Unity in
Action.’’ This Workshop epitomizes the latter theme, bringing
together an international group that is deeply involved in
research, research training, and research communication
through publication and personal interactions. The high
priority–accorded Unity by the Journal is well aligned with
the goals of the SID and ESDR. The JID is the official journal of
both these individually robust societies, thus assuring their
broad-based interactions as reviewers, editors, and of course
readers of a single monthly publication of mutual interest. The
same values led the SID, ESDR, and Japanese SID to organize
‘‘Tricontinental’’ meetings at regular intervals beginning in
1989 that were formalized in 2003 as the International
Investigative Dermatology (IID) meeting, hosted in rotation
by the United States, Japan, and a selected European country.
These IID meetings, held every 5 years, have clearly increased
acquaintanceship and collaboration among members of the
three societies, leading to international fellowships and visiting
professorships, and formal collaborations among universities
in all three geographic regions. As dermatologic research
matures in China and other rapidly evolving countries, it is
expected that this umbrella organization will expand to create
a truly global organization. Indeed, such an entity is now in
formation: the International Societies for Investigative Derma-
tology. A first meeting is tentatively planned for 2023, with a
peer-reviewed, abstract-driven English language format. For
China, the Workshop may be viewed as a first step toward
participation in such an organization.
Also discussed were the forces impeding interactions between
the Chinese and Western dermatologic research communities.
Most obvious is language. English has become the lingua
franca of science, but it is very different from Chinese. Both
written and spoken English present major challenges to
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Chinese physician-scientists, although English in now taught
beginning in middle school in China and, increasingly, Chinese
physician-scientists have an opportunity to travel and study
abroad, the most effective way to master a foreign language.
Cultural differences between China and the West are also
striking. Chinese academic environments appear more hier-
archical than those in the United States, with junior members
being heavily reliant on senior members and unable to
conduct independent research, for example. Objective merit
may be less heavily weighted than sponsorship and seniority.
The differences in the medical education systems between
China and the West are also striking. Finally, accomplish-
ments in basic and translational research are used in the
evaluation of dermatologists, but research work is usually
more lightly weighed than clinical work.
The language and cultural barriers are most effectively
removed by close contact, and, fortunately, mechanisms for
interaction between Chinese and Western research commu-
nities are growing, with the Chinese government encouraging
international meetings such as the Workshop, as well as foreign
fellowships. One American-based effort is the Milstein Medical
Asian American Partnership Foundation that supports research
training for promising young Chinese investigators in dermato-
logy and two other disciplines to train in American universities,
as well as collaborative research projects between Chinese and
American laboratories (http://www.mmaapf.org/en/).
Xuejun Zhang, MD, PhD, Director of the Institute of
Dermatology, Fudan University, director of the Key Lab of
Dermatology, Ministry of Education, and co-Chair of the
Workshop, noted that the meeting’s goal is to promote integra-
tion of the Chinese Society of Dermatology with the SID and
ESDR as an important step toward worldwide integration of
efforts in dermatologic research. He emphasized that such
integration will be critical to the optimal development of
dermatology as a scientific discipline in general. He expressed
his gratitude for the joint workshop sponsorship by Fudan
University in Shanghai. Ying Mao, Vice president, Huashan
Hospital, Fudan University, spoke about the importance of the
meeting in promoting collaboration and benefiting patients.
Zhenghong Yuan, Vice president, Fudan University, noted that
the University was founded in 1905 and Shanghai University in
1927, with a merger of these two large institutions in 2000.
Fudan University encompasses 40 colleges and departments.
He emphasized that skin disease was highly prevalent in China,
and progress in dermatologic research is therefore important not
only for academic success but for patient care.
Table 1. Presenters and institutions
Presenter Institution/s
Paul R. Bergstresser Department of Dermatology, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX, USA
Vladimir Botchkarev University of Bradford, UK; Boston University, Boston, MA, USA
Yong Cui Institute of Dermatology, Anhui Medical University, Heifei, China; Key Laboratory of Dermatology, Ministry of Education,
Hefei, China
Xing-Hua Gao Department of Dermatology, No. 1 Hospital of China Medical University, Shenyang, China
Barbara A. Gilchrest Department of Dermatology, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, USA
Sam T. Hwang Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI, USA
Chungying Li Department of Dermatology, Xijing Hospital, Fourth Military Medical University, Xi’an, China
Qianjin Lu Institute of Dermatology, Second Xiangya Hospital; Hunan Key Laboratory of Medical Epigenetics, Central South University,
Changsha, Hunan, China
Xiaoqun Luo Huashan Hospital, Fudan University, China
Xiao-Yong Man Department of Dermatology, Second Affiliated Hospital, Zhejiang University School of Medicine, Hangzhou, China
Paul Nghiem University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA; Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle, WA, USA
Thomas Schwarz Department of Dermatology and Allergology, University of Kiel, Germany
Liangdan Sun Institute of Dermatology, Anhui Medical University, Hefei, Anhui, China
Erwin Tschachler Department of Dermatology and Venereology, Medical University of Vienna, Austria
Jouni Uitto Department of Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology, Jefferson Medical College, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA, USA
Baoxi Wang Institute of Dermatology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Nanjing, China
Leihong Flora Xiang Department of Dermatology, Huashan Hospital, Shanghai, China
Jianzhong Zhang College of Dermatology and Venereology, Peking University, China; Department of Dermatology,
Peking University People’s Hospital, China
Xuejun Zhang Institute of Dermatology, Anhui Medical University, Heifei, China; Institute of Dermatology, Fudan University,
Shanghai, China; Key Laboratory of Dermatology, Ministry of Education of China
Zhigang Zhang State Key Laboratory for Oncogenes and Related Genes, Shanghai Cancer Institute, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China
Jie Zheng Department of Dermatology, Ruijin Hospital, Shanghai, China
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1. Professor Paul Bergstresser (University of Texas Southwestern), Journal of Investigative Dermatology Editor-Emeritus (2007–12) and Keynote Speaker,
poses a question to another speaker. Professor Xuejun Zhang (Anhui Medical University), behind and to the left, listens closely.
2. Professors Flora Xiang (Department of Dermatology, Huashan Hospital) and Baoxi Wang (Institute of Dermatology, Chinese Academy of Medical
Sciences) participate in a Discussion Period.
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3. Professor Xing-Hua Gao (No. 1 Hospital of China Medical University), standing behind Professors Bergstresser and Gilchrest, considers the speaker’s
response to his question.
4. During this Discussion Period, all session speakers take questions from the attendees. Professor Thomas Schwarz (University of Kiel) holds the
microphone.
INTRODUCTION
4 The Journal of Investigative Dermatology Symposium (2015), Volume 17
5. Professor Erwin Tschachler (University of Vienna) addresses attendees from the podium.
6. Professor Jouni Uitto (Jefferson University) expands on a discussion point. Professor Sam Hwang (Medical College of Wisconsin), to his right, follows
the exchange closely.
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7. Professor Baoxi Wang (Institute of Dermatology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences) describes for the attendees the Milstein Medical Asian
American Program that supports training for young Chinese physician-scientists at a leading U.S. university with the goal of bringing together the two
research communities and promoting long-term collaborations.
8. Professor Xuejun Zhang (Anhui Medical University) and Professor Barbara Gilchrest (Boston University, JID Editor-in-Chief), the principal Workshop
organizers, prepare to enjoy an evening boat cruise through Shanghai with all the Workshop speakers.
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